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Nowhere to hide: Chemical toxicants and the unborn 
child. 
 
Reprod Toxicol. 2009 Jul;28(1):115-116. Epub 2009 Mar 31. LinkOut 
 
Genuis SJ. 
 
University of Alberta, Faculty of Medicine, 2935-66 Street, Edmonton, Al-
berta, Canada T6K 4C1. 
 
Contemporary reproductive aged women and their offspring are facing an 
unprecedented onslaught of toxicant exposures from myriad sources in 
their day-to-day life. Public health recommendations regarding optimal diet 
and nutrition in pregnancy must incorporate several considerations in-
cluding safety of available foodstuffs, cultural practices and lifestyle issues. 
Gestational consumption of contaminated seafood remains a potential 
source of toxicant exposure, including mercury, for the developing child. 
Health care professionals responsible for the care of women and their de-
veloping children need to become apprised of: a) risks associated with 
toxicant bioaccumulation in pregnancy; b) ongoing information emerging 
in the important field of reproductive toxicology; and c) strategies within 
the clinical setting to facilitate nutritional sufficiency and precautionary 

avoidance of adverse exposure among young women. 
 
PMID: 19596629 [PubMed - as supplied by publisher] 
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Contact sensitization to fragrances in the general population: a 
Koch's approach may reveal the burden of disease. 
 
Br J Dermatol. 2009 Apr;160(4):729-35. Epub 2009 Feb 4. 
 
Thyssen JP, Menné T, Linneberg A, Johansen JD. 
 
National Allergy Research Centre, Department of Dermatology and Allergology, Gen-
tofte University Hospital, Gentofte, Denmark. jacpth01@geh.regionh.dk  
 
BACKGROUND: Contact sensitization to fragrance mix (FM) I and Myroxylon pereirae 
(MP) is common among European patients with dermatitis. Recently, FM II was included in 
the European baseline series as an additional marker of fragrance sensitization. OBJEC-
TIVES: This literature review aims to assess the prevalence of fragrance sensitization in 
the general population, and to suggest how future population-based studies and question-
naires should be constructed, better to assess the prevalence and burden of fragrance 
sensitization. This is of relevance as it is often difficult to establish causality in biological 
systems.  
 
METHODS: A systematic review of the literature was carried out by searching Pubmed-
Medline, Biosis and contact dermatitis textbooks.  
 
RESULTS: Nineteen studies were identified, of which 13 were performed among adults. 
Sample sizes varied between 82 and 2545 tested subjects, and 11 648 subjects were 
tested in total. The median prevalence of FM and MP sensitization among adults was 2.3% 
(women, 1.7%; men, 1.3%) and 1.1% (women, 1.4%; men, 0%), respectively.  
 
CONCLUSIONS: Based on the reliability of patch test data from the general population 

and exposure data obtained from patients with dermatitis, the prevalence 
and burden of fragrance sensitization in the general population is signifi-
cant. 
 
PMID: 19210499 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
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Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine:  
July 2009 - Volume 51 - Issue 7 - pp 838-847 

doi: 10.1097/JOM.0b013e3181a7f021 
 
The Idiopathic Environmental Intolerance Symptom Inven-
tory: Development, Evaluation, and Application 
 
Andersson, Maria J. E. MSc; Andersson, Linus MSc; Bende, Mats MD, 
PhD; Millqvist, Eva MD, PhD; Nordin, Steven PhD 
 
Objective: To develop, evaluate, and apply a questionnaire-based in-
strument for investigation of specific symptoms in idiopathic environ-
mental intolerance (IEI), called the Idiopathic Environmental Intoler-
ance Symptom Inventory (IEISI). 

 
Methods: Participants with IEI to chemicals responded to 82 candidate symp-
toms and to three subscales of the Quick Environmental Exposure and Sensi-
tivity Inventory (QEESI) at a test (n = 207) and retest (n = 193) occasion. 
 
Results: The 27 most commonly reported symptoms were selected and 
grouped into five symptom categories. Internal consistency, test-retest reli-
ability, and concurrent validity were found to be satisfying. Cluster analysis 
identified two subgroups of IEI to chemicals. 
 
Conclusions: The results provide support for the IEISI being a reliable, valid, 
and fast tool for the study of specific symptom prevalence in IEI and encour-
age further study of subgroups. 
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